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	Contra Costa College


	Course Outline


	Department & Number
	HUMAN 160
	Number of Weeks
	18

	Course Title
	 Mystery of Humanity: Birth, Sex, and Death                
	Lecture Hours
	3

	Prerequisite
	None
	Lab Hours
	

	Co-requisite
	None
	Hours By Arrangement
	

	Challenge Policy
	
	Activity Hours
	

	                           Advisory
	
	Units
	3


	COURSE DESCRIPTION


	This course examines the uniqueness of humans, drawing from multiple disciplines and focusing on five life events and questions: birth, death, gender and sex, marriage, and the question of how to live a good life.  It will look at cultural impact and possible universal human qualities..




	COURSE OBJECTIVES

	At the completion of the course the student will be able to:


	1. Explain how a wide variety of disciplines contribute to human self-understanding. 

	2. Produce concise, detailed issue papers focusing on the five life events and questions..

	3. Synthesize, compare, and critically evaluate the contributions of different disciplines to the exploration of human nature and meaning.

	4. Analyze and describe how grappling with the issues raised by this course helps to develop a more engaged, perceptive, and nuanced life.    


  COURSE CONTENT: (In detail; attach additional information as needed and include percentage breakdown) 
	15
	%
	Readings, audio-visual presentations, and discussions on human responses to birth.

	15
	%
	Readings, audio-visual presentations, and discussions on human responses to death.

	40
	%
	Reading, audio-visual presentations, and discussions on both sex and gender issues

	20
	%
	Readings, audio-visual presentations, and discussions on marriage.

	10
	%
	Readings, audio-visual presentations, and discussions on the question of “the good life”.


	METHODS OF INSTRUCTION


	1.  Lecture

	2.  Course Reader and Handout exercises

	3.  Slide and film supplements

	4.  Class discussion, small group, and pair work


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS


	Textbook Title:
	Course Reader

	Author:
	Ed.: Boyle, C.

	        Publisher:


	Reprographics

	   Edition/Date:


	2006


	COURSE EXPECTATIONS (Use applicable expectations)


	       Outside of Class Weekly Assignments
	Hours per week


	Weekly Reading Assignments
	4

	Weekly Writing Assignments
	2

	Weekly Math Problems
	n/a

	Lab or Software Application Assignments
	n/a

	Other Performance Assignments
	n/a


 STUDENT EVALUATION: (Show percentage breakdown for evaluation instruments)
	20
	%
	1-2 page short essays

	20
	%
	Term paper

	15
	%
	Mid-term

	15
	%
	Final

	15
	%
	Group Projects

	10
	%
	Participation

	5
	%
	Homework and quizzes


	  GRADING POLICY (Choose LG, CR/NC, or SC)


	
	Letter Grade
	
	Credit / No Credit
	X
	Student Choice

	
	90% - 100% = A 
	
	70% and above = Credit
	
	90% - 100% = A

	
	80% -   89% = B                                  Below 70% = No Credit                                      80% -   89% = B

	
	70%  -  79% = C                                                                                                               70%  -  79% = C

	
	60%  -  69% = D                                                                                                               60%  -  69% = D

	
	Below   60% = F                                                                                                               Below   60% = F

	                                                                                                                                                   70% and above = Credit

	                                                                                                                                                   Below 70% = No Credit


	Prepared by:
	Colleen Boyle


	Date: Semester/Year
	Fall 06
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